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PREFACE xiii 


Come, come, and set the carven rocks to mark this glorious spot, 
Here let the deeds of heroes live, their hatreds be forgot. 
Build, build, but never monument of stone shall last as long 
As one old soldier’s ballad borne on breath of battle song.! 


ARCHIBALD GRACIE. 


Wasxineron, D. C., 
1527 SrxTEENnTH StReEet, N. W., 
October, 1911. 


3 Maurice Thompson: “The Ballad of Chickamauga,” Century Magazine, p. 
708, vol. 28, 1905. 
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The Truth about Chickamauga 


CHAPTER I 
ELIMINATION OF FALSE HISTORY 


In the Washington Post of April 19, 1910, is an editorial 
on “Buckner and Son,” from which I quote the following: 


General Buckner’s career was a conspicuous “‘if,” of the many 
“ifs” that beat the Confederacy. After he had fought his army 
out of Fort Donelson in two bloody days’ engagements, the civil- 
ian and political generals, his superior officers, over his protest 
ordered his return to the fort, which he represented to them could 
mean nothing but inevitable surrender. Like a West Pointer he 
obeyed, though Forrest refused to comply, and the result was 
surrender. 

What might have happened had the Confederate forces at 
Shiloh, a few weeks later, been augmented by the 12,000 sol- 
diers seasoned in bloody battle by Buckner at Donelson! What 
would have happened, if Buckner had been the superior officer of 
Floyd and Pillow! As it turned out, that magnificent division 
were prisoners of war, when Shiloh was fought. 

May he [Buckner] long be spared to teach this generation what 
mighty giants there were when he was young. 


General Buckner’s career was, Indeed, a conspicuous 
“if”. and one of the best-known of the exemplifications of 
it, Fort Donelson, is above mentioned, and justice is there- 
in accorded him. But I desire to call attention to and ob- 
tain recognition of the fact that it is now full time that jus- 
tice should be given General Buckner and the men who 
fought under him in another battle, connected with which 
is a much more important “‘if,”’ and one in which he was 
again overruled by a superior officer. In this latter in- 
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ELIMINATION OF FALSE HISTORY 5 


using Park Commissioner Boynton’s word-picture! in his 
newspaper description of facts, which, if unknown to him, 
were easily obtainable by reference to the Official Records 
containing the desired truth as to the closing scenes and 
final Federal positions on the battle-field. 

If General Boynton, as park commissioner and historian, 
thus wrote of it as a mystery, how is it to be expected that 
any student or visitor could understand anything about 
the final fight on Horseshoe Ridge? And yet the Park 
Commission has existed for twenty years, and still do not 
know the history of the battle, though at last accounts 
they were preparing to change the legends on many of the 
bronze tablets. 

What is the reason for this? I can and will explain it 
in part: instead of admitting the Official Report of the 
Confederate soldier as entitled to equal credence and 
recognition with that of his Federal brother, partisan 
feeling is responsible for the elimination of testimony from 
Confederate sources. 

This partisan feeling has in consequence made the task 
of the Federal Park Commissioners, in searching for the 
truth, a difficult if not an impossible one. At the outset of 
my work I was told by them that the mysteries of Horse- 
shoe Ridge were impossible of solution. 

It was on my first visit to the battle-field that I was con- 
fronted with the fact that the Confederate soldier’s testi- 
mony was thus thrown out and no attempt made to recon- 
cile his statements with the truth, and (hinc ile lachryme) 
it was due thereto that my work was undertaken, and an 
effort made to find the truth, first, from the Federal re- 
ports themselves, then from the Confederate, and recon- 
cile the two. The reader of the ensuing pages must judge 
for himself with what success this has been accomplished. 

1 Chattanooga Times, September 18, 1889, from Cincinnati Commercial Ga- 
setts, May 28, 1889. 
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considered that public opinion is generally swayed by first im- 
pressions, and an injury once done can but rarely be repaired by a 
subsequent modification of language. 


The student who has formed his opinions from sources 
other than these Official Reports will, in his work, be much 
handicapped if he accepts absolutely what he has read 
in so-called histories, .. aich have no foundation based upon 
such official sources as are contained in these text-books to 
which I refer. While he should know the lay of the land of 
the battle-field and points of the compass thereon, — and 
a day’s visit, I think, would shorten by a year’s time the 
work of study, which must otherwise be by means of maps 
alone, — about the most unfortunate step he can take in 
his progress of reaching the truth, especially as to Horse- 
shoe Ridge, would be his acceptance of the alleged history 
of what happened there, as indicated by the Government’s 
tablets, markers, monuments, and statue thereon. He 
would be led still further astray if he adopted any other 
standard of truth than the Official Records, submitted to 
the refining process indicated. This particularly applies 
to the literature and maps printed at Government expense, 
for more than two decades, speciously conceived by those 
who are responsible therefor, viz., the majority of two in 
the Board of Commissioners, in which the minority of 
one! has never had a voice, and where, if one of this 
majority had the courage of his convictions, and expressed 
them, he would not dare take action and apply impar- 
tially the regulations adopted for marking the battle-field, 
— an action which would disclose the enormities perpe- 
trated under the pretense of justice and in the name of 
history; for the enmity sure to be incurred by him would 
be such that “good were it for that man if he had never 
been born.” 


1 On information of unquestionable authority. See also Notes to chapter vill, 
Note B. 
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from Johnston’s Mississippi army to General Bragg,’ 
though the two brigades of Gregg and McNair, number- 
ing 2500 men, did not join Bragg until a few days before 
the battle.* It will therefore be observed that Rosecrans’ 
knowledge of the Confederate strength was only a few 
thousands overestimated, as appears from the tabulated 
statement of the relative strength of the two armies, which 
will be found in Appendix to volume un. The same tabu- 
lated statement shows that Longstreet brought with him 
from Virginia, at maximum estimate, only 5000 men who 
participated in the battle. The individual reports and 
records of the two armies — contained in volume xxx, 
parts 1, u, m1, and rv, from which the above-mentioned 
tabulated statement was drawn—show that the Federals 
had about 63,000 men of all arms, and the Confederates 
about 11,000 less. Hence it appears that General Rose- 
crans must have grossly exaggerated the support which 
Bragg received after his estimate of September 7, for it is 
evident that, had he trebled the number of men that Long- 
street brought with him into the battle, the Confederate 
army’s strength would only have about equaled the num- 
bers of the Federal army. It appears that General Rose- 
crans never did know Longstreet’s strength in the battle, 
for in an interview with him, which we quote elsewhere,? 
it appears that he believed that 10,000 was the loss sus- 
tained by the Virginia troops in the Battle of Chicka- 
mauga; yet Bragg’s Official Report ‘ and the statements 
of Longstreet and others, show these “five small bri- 
gades”’ engaged in the battle numbered “less than 5000 
men.” 

(3) The final statement which General Rosecrans makes 
is in effect that Chattanooga was the objective point of the 


1 No. 58, p. 561. 1 No. 58, p. 643. 
5 See Notes to chapter 1, Note C. * No. 58, p. 3S, 1. 7. 
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battle. His inference was that the Battle of Chickamauga 
was necessary for the possession of Chattanooga, and in 
this statement of his he was able to impose upon the cre- 
dulity of the greater portion of his army by keeping them 
in ignorance of the facts of record. He was supported in 
this contention of his by the press of the country, and in 
particular by its then war correspondent and famous news- 
paper man, the Honorable Whitelaw Reid,” the present 
Ambassador to the Court of St. James. Even to this day 
this original invention of General Rosecrans has its sin- 
cere advocates, some of whom claim that the Battle of 
Chickamauga was a Federal victory in consequence. 
There was, however, at this time by no means a una- 
nimity of belief in this statement of General Rosecrans. 
These “complimentary orders” were recognized as a mere 
device on his part to restore the confidence of his army in 
himself. He not only succeeded beyond his utmost expec- 
tations, unable though he was to retrieve his fallen for- 
tunes with his Government, but he persuaded himself 
and many of his partisans in the belief, in after years, that 
the Battle of Chickamauga was a glorious Federal victory. 
Evidence is at hand that there were numbers of Federal 
soldiers who knew the truth. 

I select out of many the statements of three competent 
witnesses, who were present at the time. 

(1) General John Beatty, who commanded a brigade in 
Negley’s Division, kept a record of events in his diary, 
published in book? form, and in referring to the above-men- 
tioned article by Whitelaw Reid wrote: “Investigation 
will show that the army could have gotten into Chatta- 
nooga without a battle on the Chickamauga. There would 


1 See Notes to chapter 1, Note C. 

2 See New York Tribune, November 7, 1863. Also see Notes “to chapter 1, 
Note C. 

+ John Beatty, The Citisen Soldier, p. 855. Cincinnati: Wilstach, Baldwin & 
Co. 1879. 
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official data with a reckless disregard of truth as to time, 
place, and circumstance. 

Seven years later he published The National Military 
Park, Chickamauga-Chattanooga, An Historical Guide,' 
wherein he does not repeat the most glaring of his misrepre- 
sentations contained in his earlier newspaper articles, 
which had, in the mean time, been adopted by many of 
the State Commissions as their standard of truth. 

In consequence of the dissemination of all this literature, 
which is not history, the public have been grossly deceived. 
Northern historians have honestly believed Boynton’s 
statements and have incorporated them in their work as if 
taken from authentic and authoritative sources. 

There are also Confederate writers who have fallen into 
error by the adoption of the streams of misinformation 
emanating from the same fountainhead. 

I may state personally that when I started this work of 
mine, I was free from all prejudice, the dramatis persone of 
my picture scene of the battle being merely names to me 
and none of them even acquaintances, except, of course, 
my father, who was killed in battle at Petersburg when the 
writer was of too tender an age to obtain any knowledge 
from him about Chickamauga. I must, however, confess 
having read Northern as well as Southern literature almost 
universally in condemnation of General Bragg’s ability 
as a soldier.? In the course of my study, however, I have 
awakened to the fact that, whatever may have been his 
faults before or immediately after the Battle of Chicka- 
mauga, there is no evidence contained in the Official Re- 
ports of any action or order of his, particularly on Septem- 
ber 20, which I can find deserving of anything but the 


2 Cincinnati: The Robert Clarke Co. 1895. 

2 For noteworthy exception thereto read the Memoirs of Henry Villard, who 
writes after a laborious study of the Records and from personal knowledge as 
well. See Notes to chapter 1, Note H. 
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after all the troops had “‘moved back” to Rossville, and 
Garfield had the opportunity to see and know from his 
own personal knowledge the whole situation, both as to 
the position and condition of the troops, he summed up 
his findings as to the army’s defeat and its inability to hold 
Rossville if the battle were renewed, in the following tele- 
gram to his chief: — 
Roesviim, Sept. 21, 1868 — 7.45 a.m. 

GENERAL RosECRANS: — 

I do not feel sure that this line is a good one for a general 
battle, and I do not know how much reliance can be placed on 
the stampeded troops.! I understand from General Crittenden 
that you expect me in town this morning, and I will start in a 
few minutes, after seeing General Thomas. On the whole, I do 
not feel sure but that you ought to remain at Chattanooga until 
we see the developments and organize the rear. 

Very truly, yours, 
J. A. GARFIELD, 
Brigadier-General.? 


Is there any wonder, then, when General Rosecrans re- 
ceived this telegram, embodying the truth (as is proven 
also by the Records), that he telegraphed the news of his 
complete defeat in his 9 a.m. telegram to President Lin- 
coln? This telegram is unquestionably the one which Sec- 
retary Stanton is said to have shown to Governor Morton 
of Indiana and to General Steedman, and which, in a 
heated interview,* was pronounced by General Rosecrans 
many years after as a “base and an infamous forgery,” 
due to Secretary Stanton’s hatred of him. The suggestion 
that the Secretary of War could have perpetrated such 
an infamy to injure the commanding general is an obvious 


3 “The troops at Rossville were simply a mob, without organisation or disci- 
pline, in inextricable confusion, and a division of the enemy at this time could 
have blotted out the Army of the Cumberland,” is the statement of General 


John Beatty. See chapter rv, p. 102. ; 
3 See Notes to chapter n, Note A. ® See Notes to chapter 1, Note C. 
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tion in the exercise of this alleged discretionary power, 
General Rosecrans’ statement distinctly asserts! that 
“Thomas determined to retire on Rossville,” which was 
exactly what his orders required. It is also noteworthy 
that in all the voluminous matter contained in General 
Rosecrans’ reports, telegrams, and interviews, he nowhere 
makes the statement that Thomas did not immediately 
obey orders to withdraw. 

His equivocal statement in his magazine article in the 
May, 1887, Century serves as additional evidence to our be- 
lief that no such word as “‘discretion”’ was sent by Rose- 
crans to Thomas orally, through Garfield, and certainly 
was not sent in either first or second dispatches ordering 
withdrawal.? 


1 No. 50, p. 61, |. 27. 2 See Notes to chapter rv, Note A. 
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latter replied that his lines were too disorganized and with- 
drawal was necessary. 

I believe that the statements made in General Thomas’ 
Report as to actual time, which are from one to two hours 
out of the way, are not made with malice prepense. We 
will note that his statements of relative time agree with 
the great mass of evidence. Some other statements of his 
differ from our generally accepted testimony, the only 
important one of which is that “‘every assault of the enemy 
from that time until nightfall was repulsed in the most 
gallant style by the whole line.” ! This statement should 
have been limited to the time of which he had personal 
knowledge, up to 4.80 p.m., when he left the field. If he 
had read the Official Reports of those officers under his 
command whom he had left on the field after his departure, 
all except Granger, he could not have failed to know the 
truth and could not have made this erroneous statement. 
There can be no doubt that he was deceived by the ac- 
counts of Granger and others concerning what had hap- 
pened after his departure. A comparison of the date of his 
Official Report with the dates of those written by other 
officers shows that he could not have availed himself of the 
opportunity of reading them before his own Report was 
made out and forwarded. 


1 No. 50, p. 258, L. 10. 























ta of Wood, Harker, and their ebordi 








3 No. 80, p. 853, 1 a1. 
_ | No. 80, p. 085, 








1a jun don with each 
1omas. Forrest's dismounted 
on of the Lafayette road, the 
1 Cloud’s house, and on the 
ad of McFarland’s Gap blocked 
le-field of McCook and Crittenden 
ate left wing, 

acting aide of General Rosecrans, 
is in his repeated statements‘ that he “en- 
, he enemy not more than five hundred yards 
Farland’s house.” Other sworn statements to the 














, 60, p. 053, 1. 8. 1 No. 60, p. O79, 1 30. 
Bie, a, pe BSS, L £5, 4 Na. 80, pe 1088, . eo, and By , i 19. : 


























if teed 
# No. 50, p.148, 1. 82 











Thomas then « continu 8A 
distribution of amr 





‘No. Op, 258,188 Ne 50, p. 1071.8 No. 60, p. 
* No. 50, p. 1OTG, | a7.  - 2. 80, p. 2581. 97. 























alica are mine. AUTHOR. 












fend’s Gap 2 
m the breast- 


. Ne. 80, p. 759, |. 




















is HOLY R ee TUARRON WE RIOR YEA 
MAS KONE BY : VUAAS OS UAHED OR LLE RT 
















i: rlic 
established itself at its p 
about I p.m.; but General 





















ridge in the rear, 
eld, — he there saw 
ps in his vicinity 
troops composed 











right wing, or of those 
ought on Horseshoe Ridge — 




























pte 
Chapter x, p. @21. 











104 THE TRUTH ABOUT CHICKAMAUGA 


thing around. The enemy’s trains are leaving, going around the 
point of Lookout Mountain. 

The prisoners captured report two pontoon bridges thrown 
across for the purpose of retreating. I think they are evacuating 
as hard as they can go. They are cutting timber down to ob- 
struct our passing. I think we ought to press forward as rapidly 


as possible. 
Respectfully, &c., 
N. B. Forrest, 
Brigadier-General. 
Please forward to General Bragg. 


ouse, and 
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Eleventh, Thirty-sixth, and Ninety-second Ohio Regi- 
ments near the field hospital of the Fourteenth Corps.” 

From the map and our table of distances! we note that 
the distance from the Kelly house to the Cloud church 
hospital? — being the field hospital referred to — was 
nearly one and one half miles. Here General Reynolds and 
Colonel, Lane “found the enemy in force on the Rossville 
[Lafayette] road.” ? “‘We halted here,” says Colonel Lane, 
“and formed the fragments of the 11th, 36th, and 92d 
Ohio Regiments, and marched by the left flank to join 
General Granger’s command, where we found our brigade.” 
In other words, they rejoined General Turchin, then on 
the left of McCook’s Brigade. Thence Reynolds‘ and 
Turchin * rejoined the remainder of the division, which, 
under General Thomas and Colonel Robinson, had pro- 
ceeded to the high ground at the head of McFarland’s 
Gap, and was posted by the latter on the left of King’s 
Brigade.® 

It is worth while to notice for future reference that the 
length of time which Turchin’s Brigade, as well as the rest 
of Reynolds’ Division, remained in this locality, is indi- 
cated by the statement of Acting Major Heltemes, of the 
18th Kentucky. “Here,” he says, “‘a rest of about one 
anda half hours was given.” ’ General Turchin in his book* 
casts a sidelight on General Reynolds during this move- 
ment of his division to the rear which is both interesting 
and at the same time assists our understanding of the 
movements as to time and locality. He says: — 


Reynolds at this time did not know what became of Turchin 
or his brigade. Looking neither to the sides nor to the rear, 
General Reynolds passed a clump of timber, skirting the left 


1 Chapter rv, p. 95. 3 No. 50, p. 876, |. 41. 
® No. 50, p. 480, I. 43. 4 No. 50, p. 442, |. 83. 
5 No. 80, p. 479, I. 19. © No. 50, p. 854, 1. 13. 


T No. 50, p. 479, 1. 21. 8 Chickamauga, p. 152. 
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viz., the 69th Ohio, was the first to open the engagement 
on the early morning of September 19,! also belongs the 
honor of being the last organization to cover the final Fed- 
eral retirement, its withdrawal, however, being via Lafay- 
ette road and Rossville Gap after Sheridan had cleared the 
way. The testimony of the officers of McCook’s Brigade 
to which we refer is as follows: — 


Barnett’s Battery I, 2d Illinois * 

About 7.30 p.m.,* we commenced falling back towards Ross- 
ville, Ga. 

Major Holmes’ 52d Ohio* 

I received an order immediately after dark* to move quietly 
out by the left flank, as soon as I could recall the pickets that had 
been posted $00 yards in front of the command. It was done, 
and after a brisk march of about five miles the regiment biv- 
ouacked at Rossville. 

Colonel Harmon’s 105th Illinois § 
At 8 p.m I marched by the left flank in rear of the 52d Ohio 
Volunteer Infantry to Rossville. 
Colonel Dilworth’s 85th Illinois ® 
A short time after dark * we were ordered back to Rossville. 
Lieutenant-Colonel Magee’s 86th Illinois™ 

Soon after dark* I received an order to call in my skirmishers 
and form in the rear of the brigade, which had been ordered to 
return to Rossville . . . where we arrived about ten o’clock 
in the evening. 

Finally, from the Report of the brigade commander, 
Colonel Daniel McCook,® appears his corroboration of 
Colonel Magee’s statement of arrival at ten o'clock at 


1 No. 60, p. 871, }. 18; p. 854, I. 12; No. 52, p. 748. 


2 No. 50, p. 888, }. 6. ® Jtalics are mine. — AUTHOR. 
4 No. 50, p. 881, |. 82 5 No. 50, p. 879, 1. 4. 

® No. 50, p. 874, I. 84. 7 No. 50, p. 877, 1. 17. 

8 No. 50, p. 871, lL. 48. 













1 No. 50, p. BT, 





DEFENSE OF SHERIDAN’S RECORD 117 


began with Reynolds’ Division at a time when Buckner’s 
advance made it compulsory. As to the actual time of this 
movement, 4.30 p.m. is shown to be as nearly correct as 
much testimony on the subject enables us to establish. 
We called up as witnesses in connection with the time of 
this withdrawal’ movement, and the receipt of the order 
which caused it, all those of record, and we found that 
there were nearly thirty who bore testimony that this 
movement in response to the said order was about 5 p.m., 
or earlier. There was only one witness to the contrary, 
viz., General Thomas himself, all of whose testimony as to 
time we have shown to be erroneous. He alone testifies 
that 5.30 p.m. was the time of his order to Reynolds to 
begin the withdrawal. 

On the other hand, in connection with the second dis- 
patch which General Rosecrans sent after 4.30 p.m. and 
before 5 p.M., again ordering the withdrawal to Rossville, 
and his 5 p.m. order to Sheridan to help Thomas’ with- 
drawal, we have not even one scintilla of testimony of 
record to gainsay the important statement in Sheridan’s 
Report regarding his junction with Thomas’ left flank. 

I do not consider myself called upon to expose the errors 
and misrepresentations found in all the newspapers, maga- 
zine articles, and books which describe this great battle. 
Such a task would be a useless one, and the doing of it 
would consume more than one man’s lifetime. Wherever 
there is some basis for this misrepresentation, founded on 
the testimony of the Official Records, I have considered it 
necessary to present all the evidence for the purpose of 
refutation. This, for example, I have done in connection 
with the 5.30 p.m. error in General Thomas’ Report, which 
has been the moving “cause of woes unnumbered” in the 
difficulties encountered by many writers who have touched 
upon the history of this battle without a careful study 
of it. 
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of Whitaker’s Brigade in the second line, the 22d Michigan 
in the first line. 

In this position on the ridge [Colonel Carlton says], from the 
time I came there till I was captured, I never saw General Gor- 
don Granger on the ridge. As I was a stranger to the rest of the 
army located there, except to the 22d Michigan Regiment, the 
only faces familiar to me at that time were General Granger’s and 
his staff officers’, Majors Fullerton and Russell. 

When, at 4.30 p.m., General Thomas left his headquar- 
ters at the Snodgrass house, General Granger, being the 
ranking officer, was left in command of the right wing of 

the army. There is no authority indicating that Granger 

was anywhere else at this period than at Thomas’ head- 
quarters near the Snodgrass house. It was here, in the first 
place, that he reported to Thomas; here, where he served as 
artilleryman in Smith’s Battery; here, in the position of 
Generals Wood and Harker, that these officers report his 
presence with Garfield among their troops;! and here, 
where General Thomas at this juncture left him in com- 
mand. 

In the Century Magazine, issue of April, 1887, page 964, 
is a letter of Major J. S. Fullerton, Granger’s chief of staff, 
who later was a Chickamauga Park Commissioner. From 
this letter I quote the following: — 


Soon after 5 o’clock, Thomas rode to the left of his line, leav- 
ing Granger, the ranking officer, at the centre. The ammunition 
of both Thomas’ and Granger’s commands was now about ex- 
hausted. . . . When it was not yet six o’clock, . . . Brannan 
rushed up to Granger, saying, “The enemy are forming for an- 
other assault; we have not another round of ammunition, what 
shall we do?” “Fix bayonets and go for them,” was the reply. 


The testimony that is of use to us here is that Granger 
was near the Snodgrass house, from the time that Thomas 
left it until the time of the former’s departure therefrom. 

1 No. 50, p. 638, 1. 16; p. 698, 1. 54, 
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. . . Moved to the right, to support the 125th Ohio Volun- 
teers, the 41st Ohio Volunteers, 9th {Indiana] and 125th Ohio 
Volunteers for a short time fired alternately. 


In his Narrative of Military Service,1 General Hazen still 
further corroborates his regimental officers in the follow- 
ing statement: — 

My advance brought me directly on the Jeft flank of our force 
there, which was Opdycke’s 125th Ohio of Wood’s division. I 
found him firing by volley with great rapidity — a species of 
tactics he had been taught when a captain in the 41st Ohio Regi- 
ment .. . I at once formed upon Opdycke’s left, and began 
volley-firing also. 

We have, therefore, established the alignment of this 
Federal line of battle of the regiments of these two brigades, 
in relative order, as indicated in the following diagram: — 


mew ee eee eee Oe ee ee ee ed —Heee 


41st Ohio. 9th Ind. 125thOhio. f f [s+] 65th Ohio. 64th Ohio. 
18th Ohio Battery. 


It would appear scarcely necessary, with the evidence 
and information already before the thoughtful student, for 
me to have to show where the Confederates were located, 
against whom these volleys were directed. The direction 
could not have been either towards the west, north, or east, 
or yet towards the gap between the two wings — southeasterly. 
The only direction, therefore, which remains, is the south, 
where the Confederates were on Horseshoe Ridge, from the 
eastern extremity of which Harker’s Brigade had just been 
driven. But such is the Park Commission’s statement in its 
published literature, and such is its representation in Plate 
vit* of their map of the battle-field, “noon to night Sep- 


1 Page 182. * “S” {indicates Snodgrass house. 
* See chapter x, p. 242. 
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A “partial change of direction to the. lett,” thus means 
that his line of battle faced southwest, which is all the teat. 
mony necessary tosubmit for the present, refuting, asit does, 
the unsupported statement of the Park Commission, as 
indicated in their map, that this line faced southeast. We 
have not an overabundance of evidence about this final 
position of Harker’s and Hazen’s Brigades, it being entirely 
ignored i in the Reports of General Wood, Colonel Harker, 
and in the Report of the 83d Kentucky’s colonel, who 
make no distinctions between their position on Horseshoe 
Ridge and their last and final one, at least two hundred and 
fifty yards north, on the “bare ridge” in n the vicinity of the 
Snodgrass house. These latter officers give no credit to 





1 Mo. D1, p. 0,1. 2 No, 60, p. 704, 1. 9. 
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molestation,” with not a gun fired, and “‘in excellent order.” 
That this was done in the open field north of Snodgrass 
house, where the nature of the ground hid them from view 
and where no enemy interfered, can be well understood, 
and where, beyond a doubt, the final movement prepara- 
tory to the march to Rossville “was carried into execu- 
tion.” 

As it is plainly in evidence on the Records, outside of 
Brannan’s false statements alone, that the 68th and 101st 
Indiana Regiments never fired a gun anywhere on this part 
of the battlefield, the question will be asked why we should 
take so much time and space to disprove so immaterial a 
point. 

Our answer is that while not one iota’s difference re- 
sulted in this movement of these regiments, still they form 
a connecting link in the chain of evidence as to time and 
place, and the strength of the chain is that of its weakest 
link. The consequence of there being five missing Official 
Reports, all of E. A. King’s Brigade, is to make us thus 
resort to a lengthy argument, but one which I believe to 
be none the less conclusive.? 

From the History of the Seventy-fifth Indiana, by Rev. 
D. B. Floyd, formerly a sergeant in Company I of that 
regiment, which contains a most interesting and admirable 
account of the battle and of the operations of King’s Bri- 
gade on the Federal left wing, quoted elsewhere, I here 
present his statements which concern ‘King’s detach- 
ment” of the 68th and 101st Indiana. After describing 
the charge of General Reynolds’ Division to the rear and 
north, as we have seen, as far as McDonald’s, his account 
continues:? “General Thomas personally directed Colonel 
Robinson to move our brigade on the road,” etc., and, 

1 For full account of “King’s detachment” by an officer of the 101st Indiana 


who was with it, see Notes to chapter VIL, note D.. 
2 Page 178. 
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“‘while we were in position at Brock’s house, General 
Thomas, about dusk, sent the 68th and 101st Indiana 
Regiments of our brigade to the assistance of the troops 
under Brannan at Snodgrass hill. These regiments arrived 
too late to do any fighting there.” ! 

1 Page 184. 


CHAPTER IX 
GENERAL BRANNAN’S MISTAKES 


Tuer Official Reports of Generals Halleck, Rosecrans, 
Thomas, and Granger have been disposed of, so far as the 
statements therein contained relate to the period about 
which we write in this volume. Their testimony relating 
to the battle scenes and the incidents that occurred on 
Chickamauga Heights (as we denominate the Horseshoe 
and Main Ridges) is not given from their own personal 
knowledge, for they were not present during this period at 
this point of the battle-field. The same statement applies 
to their testimony concerning the vicinity of Snodgrass 
house on the fifty-feet lower elevation (in rear of the 
eastern extremity of Horseshoe Ridge), sometimes de- 
nominated “Snodgrass Hill” and sometimes “Harker’s 
Hill.” 

After the departures of Generals Thomas and Granger 
from the battle-field, the one about 4.30 and the other 
about 5 p.m., the next officer in point of rank on whom the 
command of what was left of the Federal army devolved 
was Brigadier-General John M. Brannan, acting division 
commander. 

Brannan’s Official Report 

It is this officer’s Official Report which comes next in 
order for consideration. We have, however, already given 
this testimony of his in full in the previous chapter, but 
there still remain in the Official Records “‘supplementary 
reports” or “letters,” whichever it pleases us to call them, 
to whose consideration this chapter will be devoted. 
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charge of musketry. The rebels were immediately after- 
ward repulsed in the most gallant manner by the S5th 
Regiment Ohio Volunteer Infantry, Lieutenant-Colonel 
Boynton commanding.” This statement is completely at 
variance with his original Official Report, and contrary 
to all evidence, both Federal and Confederate, previously 
presented. It is not so much an omission as a correction of 
his Official Report, though the context alleges that it was 
not intended as such. His Official Report, describing the 
position where “‘the last stand was made” by his command 
on Horseshoe Ridge, prominently sets forth that it was 
“until sunset” that his troops were “heavily engaged.” 
On the strength of his Official Report and the testimony of 
the 9th Indiana Regiment, as well as other Federal author- 
ity, I have established, I think conclusively, that Bran- 
nan’s command withdrew from its final position on Horse- 
shoe Ridge before 6 p.m. From the same authoritative 
Federal source, including General Brannan’s own state- 
ment, the further fact is also established as to the time of 
final withdrawal from Snodgrass field, viz., that it was, as 
he says, “shortly after sunset.”! Yet now comes General 
Brannan’s revised testimony, about one week later, to the 
effect that both these statements which we have accepted. 
as facts are incorrect. He says now that “the rebels again 
attacked [him] after nightfall with a furious discharge of 
musketry,” though originally having stated that he finally 
withdrew “shortly after sunset without molestation.” 
Again, referring to the position where ‘‘the last stand was 
made” by his command (this on Horseshoe Ridge, of course), 
he says that the21st Ohio, a component part thereof on his 
right, surrendered at this relative as well as actual time, 
7 pm. I think we will all admit that it would have been 
better for his reputation had he been contented with no 


1 No. 50, p. 403, 1. $1. 
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special attention to the charges which cast a reflection of 
cowardice upon his command for surrendering so quietly. 
He might have called attention to the fact that without 
ammunition it was impossible for it to have made much of 
a noise, but he satisfies himself with commenting upon 
General Brannan’s ignorance indicated by the postscript 
in this general’s letter as to the relative positions of the 
regiments which fought on his right flank, and which were 
deliberately sacrificed. The comment referred to is as 
follows: !— 

He [Brannan] will be surprised to know that Colonel Carlton, 
of the 89th Regiment, Ohio Volunteer Infantry, and Colonel Le 
Favour, of the 22d Michigan, were the colonels commanding 
regiments on my left, both of whom were captured a short time 
before I was captured myself. 

General Brannan may have been misinformed in regard to the 
position of his troops. 

This very mild protest, with the correspondence con- 
taining serious charges and countercharges, was evidently 
pigeon-holed in the War Department, and nothing heard 
thereof afterward. 

1 No. 50, p. $88, L 8. 
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149; and 274 to have escaped, out of a total of 589 in 
action. 

The only suggestions which I have to offer for all, or 
most, of these discrepancies is that General Brannan ex- 
pected to throw the blame on others for his discomfiture 
and trimmed his sails accordingly. 





Plate xiv, Map of Chic amauga Park, prepare 
the direction of the Honorable Daniel S. Lamont, core 
tary of War, by the Chickamauga and Chattanooga Na- 
tional Military Park Commission, surveyed and drawn by 
Edward E. Betts, C.E., Park Engineer, 1896-1901, a part 
of which is reproduced ‘opposite page 38, chapter 1, is the 
authoritative map to which I direct the careful attention 
of the reader. 

So far as Horseshoe Ridge is concerned, we have thus 
far confined our attention to only the western end of it, 
and principally to the happenings on Hill Number 8 during 
the period when occupied by a portion of the Federal 
general Brannan’s command. We will now revert to the 
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* Hampesns (teeth Obie, Haeen's Brigade) Report, Ne. 58, p. TPG, L 52. 
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Here Ensign Clark, as was his custom in battle, was several 
paces in advance of the regiment, with his flag so near the line 


1 Author of Chickamauga. Record of the Ohia Chickamauga Park Commission. 
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CONCERNING BRANNAN’S COMMAND $315 


The foregoing diagram represents that portion of the 
alignment of Brannan’s command, from the testimony 
just given,’ showing the various fragments which fought 
on Hill Number 2 between Harker’s Brigade on the left 
and Van Derveer’s on the right. 


1 See also Notes to chapter xm, Note B. 
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Colonel ‘Trigg, with se eet of his brigade, met | 





Finley, with the other part of it, at this point At at this 
time, thereby accomplishing the movement of passing 
around both flanks and uniting in the rear of such Federal 
forces as were left on Horseshoe Ridge. The evidence of 
this junction is found in Colonel Finley’s Report.? 

Instead of immediate pursuit of the retiring Federals, 
Colonel Trigg turned his attention to the capture of the 
enemy whose rear he had gained. These were the two regi- 
ments from Ohio, the 21st and 89th, and the 22d Michigan, 
whose ammunition was exhausted when they were over- 
come. The time this consumed delayed the pursuit of the 


1 See Notes to chapter vu, Note B. ® No. 51, p. 417, |. 43. 
* No. 51, p. 487, L 6. 
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Indiana Light, 4th Battery (@d Brigade), Lieutenant David 
Flansburg, Lieutenant Henry J. Willits. 

Ist Michigan Light, Battery A (Ist Brigade), Lieutenant George 
W. Van Pelt, Lieutenant Almerick W. Wilbur. 

5th United States, Battery H (Sd Brigade), Lieutenant Howard 

M. Burnhan, Lieutenant Joshua A. Fessenden. 


SECOND DIVISION 
Major-General James S. Negley. 


FIRST BRIGADE 
Brigadier-General John Beatty. 


104th Illinois, Lieutenant-Colonel Douglas Hapeman. 
42d Indiana, Lieutenant-Colonel William T. B. McIntire. 
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SECOND BRIGADE 


Colonel John T. Croxton. 
Colonel William H. Hays. 
10th Indiana, Colonel William B. Carroll, Lieutenant-Colonel 
Marsh B. Taylor. 
74th Indiana, Colonel Charles W. Chapman, Lieutenant-Colonel 
Myron Baker. 
4th Kentucky, Lieutenant-Colonel P. Burgess Hunt, Major 
Robert M. Kelly. 
10th Kentucky, Colonel William H. Hays, Lieutenant-Colonel 
Gabriel C. Wharton. 
14th Ohio, Lieutenant-Colonel Henry D. Kingsbury. 


THIRD BRIGADE 
Colonel Ferdinand Van Derveer. 
87th Indiana, Colonel Newell Gleason. 
@d Minnesota, Colonel James George. 


9th Ohio, Colonel Gustave Kammerling. 
35th Ohio, Lieutenant-Colone] Henry V. N. Boynton. 
ARTILLERY 
Ist Michigan Light Battery D (lst Brigade), Captain Josiah 
W. Church. 
Ist Ohio Light Battery C (@d Brigade), Lieutenant Marco B. 
Gary. 
4th United States Battery I (Sd Brigade), Lieutenant Frank G. 
Smith. 
FOURTH DIVISION 
Major-General Joseph J. Reynolds. 
FIRST BRIGADE ! 
Colonel John T. Wilder. 
92d Illinois, Colonel Smith D. Atkins. 
98th Illinois, Colonel John J. Funkhouser, Lieutenant-Colonel 
Edward Kitchell. 
123d Illinois, Colonel James Monroe. 


17th Indiana, Major William T. Jones. 
72d Indiana, Colonel Abram O. Miller. 


1 Detached from its division and serving as mounted infantry. 








bury, Lieutenant Richard 





THIRD BRIGADE 


Colonel Hans C. Heg. 
Colonel John A. Martin. 


25th Illinois, Major Samuel D. Wall, Captain Wesford Taggart. 

$5th Illinois, Lieutenant-Colonel William P. Chandler. 

8th Kansas, Colonel John A. Martin, Lieutenant-Colonel James 
L. Abernathy. 

15th Wisconsin, Lieutenant-Colonel Ole C. Johnson. 

Wisconsin Light Artillery, 8th Battery, Lieutenant John D. 
McLean. 


1 Engaged on September 20, See Colonel Phelps’ Report, No. 50, p. 507, 1. $0, 
and p. 509, skirmish casualties. 

* Expended no ammunition, but on September 20 threatened enemy’s cay- 
alry. (No. 50, p. 508, |. 11.) 











THIRD BRIGADE 


Colonel Luther P. Bradley. 
Colonel Nathan H. Walworth. 


22d Illinois, Lieutenant-Colonel Francis Swanwick. 

27th Illinois, Colonel Jonathan R. Miles. 

42d Illinois, Colonel Nathan H. Walworth, Lieutenant-Colonel 
John A. Hottenstein. 

51st Illinois, Lieutenant-Colonel Samuel B. Raymond. 

Ist Illinois Light Artillery, Battery C, Captain Mark H. Pres- 
cott. 


' Captain Henry Hescock, chief of artillery division. 











84th Illinois, Colonel Louis H. Waters. 

36th Indiana, Lieutenant-Colonel Oliver H. P. Carey, Major 
Gilbert Trusler. 

23d Kentucky, Lieutenant-Colonel James C. Foy. 

6th Ohio, Colonel Nicholas L. Anderson, Major Samuel C. Erwin. 

*th Ohio, Colonel David J. Higgins. 


ARTILLERY 
Captain William E. Standart. 
1st Ohio Light, Battery B (1st Brigade), Lieutenant } 
Baldwin. 


Ist Ohio Light, Battery F (@d Brigade), Lieutenar 
Cockerill. 


1 Stationed at Chattanooga and not engaged. 
* Companies B, D, G, and K engaged; others detached as wago 
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Pennsylvania Light, 26th Battery, Captain Alanson J. Stevens, 
Lieutenant Samuel M. McDowell. 
Wisconsin Light, $d Battery, Lieutenant Cortland Livingston. 


RESERVE CORPS 
Mayorn-GenernaL GORDON GRANGER. 


FIRST DIVISION 
Brigadter-General James B. Steedman. 


FIRST BRIGADE 


Brigadier-General Walter C. Whitaker. 
96th Illinois, Colonel Thomas E. Champion. 
115th Illinois, Colonel Jesse H. Moore. 
84th Indiana, Colonel Nelson Trusler. 
@2d Michigan,' Colonel Heber Le Favour, Lieutenant-Colonel 
Sanborn, Captain Alonzo M. Keeler. 
40th Ohio, Lieutenant-Colonel William Jones. 
89th Ohio,' Colonel Caleb H. Carlton, Captain Isaac C. Nelson. 
Ohio Light Artillery, 18th Battery, Captain Charles C. Aleshire. 


SECOND BRIGADE 
Colonel John G. Mitchell. 
78th Mlinois, Lieutenant-Colonel Carter Van Vleck, Lieutenant 
George Green. 
98th Ohio, Captain Moses J. Urquhart, Captain Armstrong J. 
Thomas. 
118th Ohio, Lieutenant-Colonel Darius B. Warner. 
121st Ohio, Lieutenant-Colonel Henry B. Banning. 
Ist Illinois Light Artillery, Battery M, Lieutenant Thomas 
Burton. 
SECOND DIVISION 
SECOND BRIGADE 
Colonel Daniel McCook. 
85th Illinois, Colonel Caleb J. Dilworth. 
86th Illinois, Lieutenant-Colonel David W. Magee. 
1 Temporarily attached. See footnote, chapter x1, p. 227. 
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SECOND DIVISION 
Brigadier-General George Crook 
FIRST BRIGADE 
Colonel Robert H. G. Minty. 


$d Indiana Battalion, Lieutenant-Colonel Robert Klein. 
4th Michigan, Major Horace Gray. 

7th Pennsylvania, Lieutenant-Colonel James J. Seibert. 
4th United States, Captain James B. McIntyre. 


SECOND BRIGADE 


Colonel Eli Long. 


2d Kentucky, Colonel Thomas P. Nicholas. 

Ist Ohio, Lieutenant-Colonel Valentine Cupp, Major Thomas J. 
Patten. 

83d Ohio, Lieutenant-Colonel Charles B. Seidel. 

4th Ohio, Lieutenant-Colonel Oliver P. Robie. 


ARTILLERY 


Chicago (Illinois) Board of Trade Battery, Captain James H. 
Stokes. 








Sth Tennessee, Colonel John H. Anderson 
16th Tennessee, Colonel D. M. Donnell. 
28th Tennessee, Colonel Sidney S. Stanton. 
$8th Tennessee, and Major Thomas B. Murray’s (Tennessee) 

Battalion, Colonel John C. Carter. 
5ist Tennessee, 52d Tennessee, Lieutenant-Colonel John G. 
Hall. 








.STRAHL’S BRIGADE 
Brigadier-General Otho F. Strahl. 


4th Tennessee, 5th Tennessee, Colonel Jonathan J. Lamb. 
19th Tennessee, Colonel Francis M. Walker. 

24th Tennessee, Colonel John A. Wilson. 

81st Tennessee, Colonel Egbert E. Tansil. 

$3d Tennessee, Colonel Warner P. Jones. 


? Composed of two companies from the 11th Tennessee, two fr 
and 47th Tennessee (consolidated), and one from the 154th Senior 








 BRECKINRIDGE’S DIVISION 
Major-General Jokn C. Breckinridge. 
HELM’S BRIGADE 
Brigadier-General Benjamin H. Helm. 
Colonel Joseph H. Lewis. 
41st Alabama, Colonel Martin L. Stansel. 


2d Kentucky, Lieutenant-Colonel James W. | 
Colonel James W. Moss. 


4th Kentucky, Colonel Joseph P. Nuckols, 
Thompson. 

6th Kentucky, Colonel Joseph H. Lewis, 
Martin H. Cofer. 


Sth Kentucky, Colonel John W. Caldwell, 
John C. Wickhiffe. 


1 Dismounted. 


. 
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8th Georgia Battalion, Lieutenant-Colonel Leroy Napier, Major 
Z. L. Watters. 

16th South Carolina,' Colonel James McCullough. 

24th South Carolina, Colonel Clement H. Stevens, Lieutenant- 
Colonel Ellison Capers. 


ECTOR'S BRIGADE 
Brigadier-General Matthew D. Ector. 
Stone’s (Alabama) Battalion, Sharpshooters, Major T. O. Stone. 
Pound’s (Mississippi) Battalion, Sharpshooters, Captain M. 
Pound. 
29th North Carolina, Colonel William B. Creasman. 
9th Texas, Colonel William H. Young. 
10th Texas Cavalry,* Lieutenant-Colonel C. R. Earp. 
14th Texas Cavalry,* Colonel J. L. Camp. 
82d Texas Cavalry,? Colonel Julius A. Andrews. 


WILSON’S BRIGADE 
Colonel Claudius C. Wilson. 
25th Georgia, Lieutenant-Colonel A. J. Williams. 
29th Georgia, Lieutenant George R. McRae. 
80th Georgia, Lieutenant-Colonel James S. Boynton. 
Ist Georgia Battalion, Sharpshooters, Major Arthur Shaaff. 
4th Louisiana Battalion, Lieutenant-Colonel John McEnery. 


ARTILLERY 


Ferguson’s (South Carolina) Battery,' Lieutenant R. T. Beaure- 
gard. 
Howell’s (Georgia) Battery (formerly Martin’s), Captain Evan 
P. Howell. 
LIDDELL’S DIVISION 


Brigadier-General St. John R. Liddell. 


LIDDELL’S BRIGADE 
Colonel Daniel C. Govan. 


2d Arkansas, 15th Arkansas, Lieutenant-Colonel Reuben F. 
Harvey and Captain A. T. Meek. 


3 Not engaged; at Rome. * Serving as infantry. 
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PRESTON’S DIVISION 
Brigadier-General William Preston. 
GRACIE’S BRIGADE 
Brigadier-General Archibald Gracie, Jr. 
43d Alabama, Colonel Young M. Moody. 
Ist Alabama Battalion,’ Lieutenant-Colonel John H. Holt, Cap- 
tain George W. Huguley. 
2d Alabama Battalion,’ Lieutenant-Colonel Bolling Hall, Jr., 
Captain W. D. Walden. 
$d Alabama Battalion,' Lieutenant-Colonel John W. A. Sanford. 
4th Alabama Battalion,? Major John D. McLennan. 
63d Tennessee, Lieutenant-Colonel Abraham Fulkerson, Major 
John A. Aiken. 
THIRD BRIGADE 
Colonel John H. Kelly. 
65th Georgia, Colonel R. H. Moore.? 
5th Kentucky, Colonel Hiram Hawkins. 
58th North Carolina, Colonel John B. Palmer. 
63d Virginia, Major James M. French. 


TRIGG’S BRIGADE 


Colonel Robert C. Trigg. 


1st Florida Cavalry, Colonel G. Troup Maxwell. 
6th Florida, Colonel J. J. Finley. 

7th Florida, Colonel Robert Bullock. 

54th Virginia, Lieutenant-Colonel John J. Wade. 


ARTILLERY BATTALION 
Major A. Leyden. 


Jeffress’ (Virginia) Battery, Captain William C. Jeffress. 
Peeples’ (Georgia) Battery, Captain Tyler M. Peeples. 
Wolihin’s (Georgia) Battery,’ Captain Andrew M. Wolihin. 


1 Hilliard’s Legion. 
* Artillery Battalion, Hilliard’s Legion, serving as infantry. 
* Not engaged in the battle. * Dismounted. 


* Not engaged. (See No. 51, p. 449, I. 17.) 
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24th Georgia. 
$d Georgia Battalion Sharpshooters. 
Cobb’s (Georgia) Legion. 
Phillips (Georgia) Legion. 
BRYAN’S BRIGADE * 


Brigadier-General Goode Bryan. 
10th Georgia. 
60th Georgia. 
51st Georgia. 
58d Georgia. 


HOOD’S DIVISION 


Major-General John B. Hood. 
Brigadter-General E. McIver Law. 


JENKINS’ BRIGADE ? 
Brigadier-General Micah Jenkins. 
1st South Carolina. 
2d South Carolina. 
Sth South Carolina. 
6th South Carolina. 
Hampton Legion. 
Palmetto Sharpshooters. 


ROBERTSON’S BRIGADE! 


Brigadier-General Jerome B. Robertson. 
Colonel Van H. Manning. 


$d Arkansas, Colonel Van H. Manning. 

Ist Texas, Captain R. J. Harding. 

4th Texas, Lieutenant-Colonel John P. Bane, Captain R. H. 
Basset, Captain J. T. Hunter. 

5th Texas, Major J. C. Rogers, Captain J. S. Cleveland, Captain 
T. T. Clay. 


1 Did not arrive in time to take part in the battle. See Longstreet’s Report, 
No. 51, p. 288, Il. 18, 50; also see Kershaw’s Report, No. 51, p. 505, |. 24. 

* Did not arrive in time to take part in the battle. Jenkins’ Brigade assigned 
to the division September 11, 1863. 

* Served part of the time in Johnson’s provisional division. 
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60th Tennessee, Colonel Cyrus A. Sugg, Lieutenant-Colonel 
Thomas W. Beaumont, Major Christopher W. Robertson, 
Colonel Calvin H. Walker ($d Tennessee). 

Ist Tennessee Battalion, Major Stephen H. Colms, Major 
Christopher W. Robertson (50th Tennessee). 

7th Texas, Colonel H. B. Granbury, Major K. M. Vanzandt. 

Bledsoe’s Missouri Battery, Lieutenant R. L. Wood. 


McNAIR’S BRIGADE 


Brigadier-General Evander McNair. 
Colonel David Coleman. 


Ist Arkansas Mounted Rifles (dismounted), Colonel Robert W. 
Harper. 
2d Arkansas Mounted Rifles (dismounted), Colonel Jas. A. 
Williamson. 
25th Arkansas, Lieutenant-Colonel Eli Hufstedler. 
4th and S$lst Arkansas and 4th Arkansas (battalion), consoli- 
dated, Major J. A. Ross. 
89th North Carolina, Colonel David Coleman. 
Culpeper’s (South Carolina) Battery, Captain James F. Cul- 
peper. 
JOHNSON’S BRIGADE! 
. Brigadier-General Bushrod R. Johnson. 
Colonel John S. Fulton. 


17th Tennessee, Lieutenant-Colonel Watt W. Floyd. 

23d Tennessee, Colonel R. H. Keeble. 

25th Tennessee, Lieutenant-Colonel R. B. Snowden. 

44th Tennessee, Lieutenant-Colonel John S. McEwen, Jr., 
Major G. M. Crawford. 


ARTILLERY CORPS! 
Colonel E. Porter Alexander. 
Fickling’s (South Carolina) Battery. 
Jordan’s (Virginia) Battery. 
Moody’s (Louisiana) Battery. 
1} Johnson's Brigade was a part of Buckner’s Corps, Stewart’s Division, in 


East Tennessee before the battle. 
* Did not arrive in time to take part in the battle. 








Colonel James T. Wheeler. 

8d Arkansas, Colonel A. W. Hobson. 

2d Kentucky, Lieutenant-Colonel Thomas G. Woodward. 
6th Tennessee, Lieutenant-Colonel James H. Lewis. 

18th Tennessee (battalion), Major Charles McDonald. 


FORREST’S BRIGADE 


Colonel George G. Dibrell. 


4th Tennessee, Colonel William S. McLemore. 
8th Tennessee, Captain Hamilton McGinnis. 
9th Tennessee, Colonel Jacob B. Biffle. 

10th Tennessee, Colonel Nicholas Nickleby Cox. 
11th Tennessee, Colonel Daniel Wilson Holman. 


; 1 Forrest Guards, No. 51, p. 929. 
* From return for August $1, 1863, and Reports. 
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murderous fire which killed and wounded many of our brave men, my- 
self being wounded in my left hand.” 

Mahony’s description, April 1, 1892, is as follows: “Near us and a 
few steps to the north were two large trees, and close to them were two 
mounted officers. They were talking to some one who J thought was 
Major McMahan. One of them, who wore colored glasses, was saying, 
‘An advance must be made,’ etc. I could not distinguish all that was 
said, but I heard enough to interest me very much. Knowing that all 
the ammunition of the regiment was now exhausted, I stepped up to the 
officer who wore the colored glasses and said, ‘It will be murder to take 
men in again.’ Turning in his saddle he replied in s very emphatic 
manner, ‘It must be done, sir.’ ‘If it must be done, we can do it,’ I 
replied, and formed the company with others of the regiment.” 

Finally, Comrade Comstock, April 16, 1892, adds his testimony as 
follows: ‘When the Major was ordered to re-take our position, by this 
time occupied by the enemy, by a staff officer, brave and obedient to 
orders as he was, and typical soldier as he was, Major McMahan 
protested against taking the regiment back on the front line with- 
out ammunition, but orders being imperative, he looked at the staff 
officer in his inimitable way and said, ‘G——-d d——n it, you rank 
me. ‘Boys, we will have to go back.’ Ordered ‘Fix bayonets,’ ‘ For- 
ward,’ ‘Charge.’” 


Nore G (p. 213) 


Captain Vance * describes the first repulse and the successive charges, 
as follows: “Of course, it wasan utterly useless movement, and in almost 
less time than it takes to write it, the numerous, compact, and well- 
equipped Confederates had repulsed them [the 2lst] and sent them 
whirling, . . . closing up the gaps, they charged twice again with not 
even a shot being fired.’”’ 


Nott H (p. 214) 


Captain Vance * presents a graphic account of the 2lst’s waiting in 
vain for Van Derveer’s “‘fiying regiments” rallying to their assistance. 
The statements of other officers whom we have been quoting corrobo- 
rate their comrade in general, while Lieutenant Bolton confirms the 


1 “They stand northeast of the 21st’s monument seventy-five or eighty yards. 
One leans to the south, the other to the north; one pine, the other a red oak. 
When we were in the flat they were more than one hundred yards east of us.” 
(Cusac.) ; 

3 God's War, p. 287. 3 Ibid. 
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ing ‘hem from command sad consolidating the toe carps loow tonethar 
about fifteen thousand strong) into one under Granger is now on its way 
here from Washington. 

“I should also tell you that General Rosecrans came to Chattanooga 
after the rout of the left [sic] and consequently bore no part in the glory 
of the afternoon’s battle. He seems in consequence to have lost some 
of his great popularity with the soldiers, whose idol is now very naturally 
the man who saved them, and indeed saved us all, Thomas. For my 
own part, I confess I share their feeling. I know no other man whose 
composition and character are so much like those of Washington; he is 
at once an elegant gentleman and a heroic soldier. 

“But I shall let my pen run on in a protracted scrawl which you will 
find it very difficult to read, I fear. I must tell you that I am charmed 
with Porter, and that some of us are trying to make him, or have him 
made, acolonel. As for the general condition of this army, I must write 
you another time. There is much to say about it. But at the bottom it 
is essentially the same sort of an army as that of the Tennessee. 











“| cause of his first visit to the battle feld. 
Since ihen is over seven years ago, further corroboration has been 
obtained to the effect that this hill was first called Gracie’s Hill at the 
time of the battle and thereafter. This name was given because of the 
conspicuous personal bravery and ability of General Gracie, as set forth 
in the Official Reports, notably that of General Kershaw. 

The Tower Hill, on which is the Observation Tower, is the name 
sclected for the “high hill,” ‘‘Hill Number 2,” the middle hill of Horse- 
shoe Ridge. Any other name given would be questionable as to pro- 
priety, accuracy, and comprehensibility. The only other name ever 
given to it within my personal knowledge is “‘The Battery Hill,” so 
represented by the National Commission during my visits. As the 
Official Records and other authorities give no indication that any bat- 
tery was ever located thereon, the history of the hill would not possess 





1 Por the testimony of Bishop Quintard to the same effect, see Notes to 
chapter x11 Note A, 
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The firat man I saw I recognized was Colonel Walker, of the 31st Reg 
ment, O.V.I., who was making a great effort to stop the broken lines. 
As he noticed the 21st moving in, he rode up to us and said: ‘ Twenty- 
first, stand firm as adamant; this line must be stopped right here.’ 
Colonel Walker assisted in establishing the line on the south slope of the 
ridge.” 

(In confirmation of the above and of the Official Records as to Colonel 
Walker, I have the following from Captain Vance: “As we went up the 
hill to take position first, we passed General Walker (then colonel, and 
under arrest on some trivial charge, and from which he was afterwards 
cleared by court-martial), who was serving as a volunteer aide on Bran- 
nan’s staff. Walker was from our town, — Findlay, Ohio, — where the 
regiment was organized in the summer of 1861 at Camp Vance, and he 
called to us as we went up the hill, exhorting us to hold teas) 

“We remained there but a short time, and then moved to the south, 
down the slope of the ridge to a flat, or low piece of ground at the foot 





1 See footnote, chapter x, p. 209. 
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haps, halfway down the hill.! (See Hamilton’s “southwest by west.”’) 
The 22d Michigan was on our left, more toward the top of the hill, and 
the 21st Ohio on their left (I suppose).” 

Here then we have the relative positions of these three regiments 
about 8 p.m. on the west extremity of Horseshoe Ridge, maintaining 


General Brannan’s right flank. 
Me 
ee 


21st Ohio. 22d Michigan, 


) 


Nore F (p. 232) 


Just before the time that the 21st Ohio made its charge to re-take the 
position on the ridge, from which the $5th Ohio and the 2d Minnesota 
had been driven about 5.30 p.m., these were the relative positions * of the 
three Federal regiments on Horseshoe Ridge: — 


22d Michigan. 





Zist Obio. 


Nore G (p. 282) 


This incident is of such importance that we consider it necessary, for 
purposes of corroboration, to give the testimony of the officers of the 
22d Michigan who have written to me about it: — 

Captain Spalding’s letter of May 20, 1909, reads: ‘About sunset it 
became apparent to Colonel Le Favour that the remainder of our divi- 
sion had withdrawn leaving our flank in the air. He accordingly ordered 
us to march toward the rear for the purpose of rejoining our division. 
We had not proceeded further than the foot of the hill when an aide 
rode up and, saluting the colonel, who was not more than twenty feet 
from me, so I could distinctly hear every word, eaid: ‘Colonel, the orders 
are to hold that hill.” ‘But my ammunition is completely exhausted,’ 
replied Le Favour. ‘Then orders are to hold it at the point of the bay- 
onet,’ said the aide.” 


1 This also was read by Colonel Carlton and approved. 
1 This diagram showing the 89th’s position is copied from drawings by Colonel 
Carlton and Rev. E. S. Scott. 
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that regiment. This movement of the 21st Ohio was on the north slope 
towards the west, according to the statements of General Carlton and 
Comrades of the 22d Michigan who witnessed this movement in their 
rear. All statements from the various sources mentioned, after labori- 
ous study, I believe are now finally reconciled with each other and the 
official record. The diagram opposite is copied from a draft of one made 
by General Carlton, the relative position of the 89th thereon being ex- 
actly the same as a draft by Rev. E. S. Scott, and the two parts of the 
21st Ohio being as depicted by Major Cusac. 


CHAPTER XII 
! 


Nore A (p. 242) 


Tux identity of this Confederate brigade, which at this time and 
place drove Harker’s Brigade from its position on the Horseshoe, and 
was thus the first to effect a permanent lodgment on the heights, is fully 
established by the Official Records and other authoritative sources, 
including affidavits of competent, reliable witnesses, which will be found 
in volume m1. 

It will suffice here to state that the Confederates referred to belonged 
to General Gracie’s Brigade. A son’s pardonable pride in the achieve- 
ments of his father will, I trust, be overlooked in inserting in this con- 
nection the following excerpt (recently brought to his attention) from 
Bishop Quintard’s account of this battle, in which he was a participant: 
“The troops led by Brigadier-General Archibald Gracie fired the last 
gun and stormed the last strong position held by the enemy at the Battle 
of Chickamauga, and so memorable was his conduct on that day that 
the people in that vicinity have given the hill the name of Gracie Hill. 
It was a great privilege to know General Gracie as I did. He was a 
character that old Froissart would have delighted to paint. Chivalrous 
as a Bayard, he had all the tenderness of a woman. A warrior by nature 
as well as a soldier by education (he graduated at West Point in 1854) 
and profession, he had a horror of shedding blood and would almost 
shed tears in the hour of victory over the thin ranks of his brigade. A 
few months before his death! he became a communicant of the Church.” ? 


Note B (p. 248) 


This Fourth United States Battery is brigaded on the Roster with 
Van Derveer’s Brigade, but was posted during the afternoon near the 
Snodgrass house, about two hundred and fifty yards, or more, in rear of 
Harker’s Brigade on Hill Number 1 of Horseshoe Ridge. So far as I 
can learn from General Smith, some of his guns were at times moved 
into the woods and upon this hill. The Official Report of Lieutenant 


1 At Petersburg, Virginia, December 2, 1864. 

2 Doctor Quintard, Chaplain, C.S.A., and Second Bishop of Tennessee, Being 
His Story of the War (1861-1865), p. 89. Edited and extended by the Reverend 
Arthur Howard Noll. The University Press of Sewanee, Tenn. 1905. 











CHAPTER XIII 


Nors A (p. 291) 


For some unexplained reason the usually accurate Indiana Com- 
missioners, with the approval of the National Commission, have placed 
the 58th Indiana on Harker’s Hill, near the Snodgrass house, and not 
on Horseshoe Ridge. On the other hand, the same Commission! have 
located the 10th and 74th Indiana Regiments as at one time on Horse- 
shoe Ridge, east of the Tower about two hundred and fifty feet. What 
their authority is, Ido not know; nor has inquiry for information brought 
anything to light. Yet that the Commission are in error would appear 
from the following statements in the record, contained in the Official 
Report of Lieutenant-Colonel Myron Baker, of the 74th Indiana.? He 
reports that the 10th and 74th Indiana Regiments left the Kelly field 
about 4.30 p.m, “and halted and formed line of battle facing the enemy 
on a hill where General Steedman’s Division had been fighting.”” Here we 
have the statement of the commanding officer, who indicates that these 
regiments moved from the Kelly field across the Snodgrass field, and 
when they reached a point opposite to the hill on which Steedman’s 
Division had been fighting, the Indiana regiments were halted there 
and faced south towards the enemy. Now, we know that Steedman’s 
troops fought on the Main Ridge, west of the Horseshoe. How, then, in 
view of Colonel Baker’s statement, can the 74th and 10th Indiana be 
located on Horseshoe Ridge two hundred and fifty feet east of the 
Tower? 

Note B (p. 292) 


Cheers marked the close of the battle after the last Federal line of 
battle had left Snodgrass’ and after the Confederate right wing crossed 
the Lafayette road at Kelly’s house, meeting the Confederate left. 
Time about 6 p.m. See General Hazen’s account,’ describing the same 
“almost appalling” cheers at sundown when Wood and Brannan pre- 
ceded him in their withdrawal from Snodgrass field. 

The following is the interesting Confederate corroboration thereof: — 


1 Report, pp. 139, 140, 212. 3 No. 50, p. 421, Ul. 9 et seq. 
3 Notes to chapter v, Note A. 
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